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A Quarter-Century Commences 
Opening Convocation Celebrates 25 Years 


ANDREW VLASBLOM 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


pening convocations at 
Redeemer have long been 
a time set aside for many 
students, staff, and faculty to share 
a prospective glance toward the 
promises of a new academic year. 
This time was different, however. 
Being the 25th year of Redeemer 
University College's existence, 
there was as much retrospective 
reflection on the past “4 century as 
there was prospective anticipation 
for the next. 
As the processional commenced, 


Dr. Payton ushered into the 
auditorium the class of 2011. The 
new students took their time 


entering, so eventually, in defiance 
of custom yet in line with his 
costume, Dr. Payton began to 
execute several theatrical gestures 
to speed up the process. However, 
the time taken for the class to be 
fully seated in the centre aisle 
served as a testament to how large 
incoming classes have grown to 
become in recent years. 

Following the seating of the new 
students, the faculty, fully furnished 
in their flamboyant flannel, began 
proceeding in. The scene seemed 
meticulously rehearsed, although 
its quite conceivable that the 
procession simply second 
nature for many of them, due to the 
vast amount of past experience in 
this department. 

After the faculty had found their 
seating, the lyrics and melody of 
the national anthem permeated the 
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Greetings 
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SENATE PRESIDENT STEVE PYPKER 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


oming to university, for the 

first time or returning, is like 
stepping onto a moving walkway. 
We may think we can handle the 
change of pace, but it still throws 
us a little off balance as we try to 
steady our momentum. In this 
unsteadiness, mixed moods eagerly 
greet us. Ranging from excitement 
to sadness, our often 
overwhelm us in the first few weeks. 
For new students it is an exciting 
time to meet new people and build 
relationships, yet it can be strangely 
bittersweet as the writing of a new 
chapter requires the closing of the 
previous, more familiar chapter. 
For returning students it is a 
wonderful opportunity to reconnect 
with old dorm mates and friends, 
while it also coincides with another 
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auditorium, as all rose and sang “O 
Canada.” In keeping with tradition, 
Dr. Cooper then gave a brief address 
to all new and returning students, 
staff, and faculty — of which there 
were three new members, Inducted 
into the faculty this year were 
Dr. Kyle Spyksma, who joined 
the sciences division; Dr. David 
Ziestma, who joined the arts 
division; and Dr. Marty Ashun, who 
joined the education department. 
The three new faculty members 
were warmly welcomed by the 
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community, and will indubitably 
make a fine addition to Redeemer’s 
professorship. 

Dr. Cooper then gave a message 
based on the year’s theme, “Great 
is God's Faithfulness.” Speaking 
of how Redeemer has evolved as 
a community, Cooper elaborated 


on the growth Of Redeemer 
culturally, noting that when the 
institution was first founded, “it 
was, of course, WNeo-Calvinist, 
deeply rooted in Dutth Reformed 
tradition.” Over the past 25 years, 
however, the institution has become 
far more diverse thtough both its 
acceptance of other denominational 
perspectives ay | itgincorporation 
of a contemporary term of worship 
and scholarship. Cooper claimed 
that this “comminal project” has 
only achieved this level of success 
through “persistent prayer” and 
is a result of God’s faithfulness, 
manifested wm the generous 
foundation donors and supporters 
of Redeemer‘$Mission. 

While Cooper proclaimed that 
Redeemer has been blessed, he 
also acknowledged the hardships 
that we have faced as a community, 
most recently, the loss of our fellow 
student and ¢lose friend, Craig 
Vanderveen. Itis through “difficulty 
that we have persevered,” Cooper 
continued. “Adversity has been, 
for us, a refiner’s fire.” The service 
concluded with a prayer by Dr. Al 
Wolters, followed by a traditional 
recessional. 

Centered on God's faithfulness 
to the community of Redeemer 
over the past number of years, 
the convocation served as an 
inspiration to Many who attended, 
and ended with the planting of a 
tree in honour of God’s continued 
care for the Redeemer community, 
both as an academic institution and 
a body of believers. 


from Student Senate 


familiar goodbye to family and/or 
friends that aren’t returning. This 
year there is a much sharper feeling 
of farewell sorrow, as we said an 
early goodbye to our dearly loved 
friend, Craig Vanderveen. 

What a solid comfort it is that God 
is faithful even through these intense 
and often conflicting feelings that 
accompany anew school year. The 
scriptural theme for Redeemer’s 
25" anniversary is well chosen 
for two reasons. It points us as a 
community to recognize God's great 
faithfulness throughout the growth 
and deyelopment of this institution 
the years, and it reminds 
us personally that in our joys or 
sorrows, God remains faithful in his 
love toward us. He will never leave 
us, or forsake us (Deut 31:6, Heb 13: 
5), In the choppy water that was 
Craig’s death, this is a tremendous 
anc hor 
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It is with this hope in Christ's 
faithfulness that | want to joyfully 
welcome you all to another year 
of life here at Redeemer! This 
year | have the blessing of leading 
a dedicated Student Senate in its 
work of service to the community. 
We are all very excited about what 
Christ has im store for this year. 
Our broad Vision this year is to 
prayerfully partner with students to 
enable involvement and service to 
students, Redeemer and the wider 
community. We are so blessed 
as a whole community to have 
yet another Opportunity to learn 
more about our God and the world 
he created. I pray that we would 
experience the solidness of God's 
great faithfulness as he steadies our 
unsure steps and thoughts on our 
walk in this new school year. 


For more Senate news, go to page 5 
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REDEEMER PRESIDENT JUSTIN COOPER 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


warm welcome to Redeemer 

University College! We're 
pleased that so many students have 
joined us for the new academic 
year. This will truly be an exciting 
year as Redeemer celebrates its 
25" anniversary. There is much to 
be thankful for as we recognize 
God’s faithfulness in Redeemer’s 
development, which will be the 
special focus of the October 3 
chapel. 

We have also welcomed four 
new full-time faculty members, as 
well as several new staff members. 
Dr Mary Ashun has joined us in 
education, along with Prof Bernice 
Stieva, Dr Kyle Spyksma is new in 
mathematics and physics, and Dr 
David Zeitsma in history, along 
with Prof Helen Vreugdenhil who 
is back in a full-time sessional 
position. We have an outstanding 
faculty! 

[ trust you have also noticed some 
positive changes around campus- 
more residence renovations, 
changes to campus security-there 
is also new signage yet to come for 
both the academic building and the 
campus. We are also working to 
begin the interpretative trail system 
in our conservation area. We are 
blessed with a beautiful campus 
and will continue to implement an 
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Welcome to Redeemer! 


environmental stewardship plan 
to preserve it for the enjoyerment of 
our students and campus visitors. 

This year we will be focussing 
on improving our tracking and 
assessment of student outcomes 
in our degree programs. We are 
also looking at improvements we 
can make in response to student 
concerns that have been raised 
through our retention surveys. 
In all these ways we want to be 
true to our emphasis on growing 
with integrity and providing 
students with a quality educational 
experience in a Christian context. 

We are also working on improving 
our marketing efforts, to be more 
effective in communicating what 
Redeemer is all about to new 
audiences. As part of this, we are 
currently upgrading, our web site 
as part of our $3.3 million Growing 
With Integrity Student Support 
campaign. The new site should be 
ready to launch in early November. 
This is all possible because we have 
a generous supporting community= 
the “cloud of witnesses” that stands 
with us! 

As you take your place in this 
Christian academic community, 
we pray that you will experience 
God's blessing and guidance in 
your personal life, academic work 
and campus activities this year, 
helping you to affirm, “Great is 
God’s Faithfulness.” 
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Keeping the Faith When Life Isnt Easy 


JULIE KONYNDYK 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


ou’ve seen it on posters. 

You’ve seen it on t-shirts. 

You've seen it on your 
handbooks. You've probably seen 
it in your sleep. You've heard it 
at every meeting, convocation, 
information session and the like. 
Not to mention, those of the dutch 
dropje-eating persuasion have sung 
it out after Sunday. “Great is God's 
Faithfulness” — Redeemer’s School 
theme for the 2007/2008 academic 
year. 

Of course, the familiarity of such 
a theme is likely why it was chosen. 
It serves as a comforting reminder 
of why we are all here. As we 
move towards our 25" anniversary 
celebration, it really is the perfect 
phrase to commemorate. It’s just so 
comfortable, so cozy, so seemingly 
simple. 

But what life isn’t simple? 

What if you hit a block in the road? 
A flaw in the plan? A moment in 
your life that isn’t great, but tragic? 
In those moments, days, weeks or 
months of trial it’s not always easy 
to relish in God's faithfulness, at 
least not right away. This summer, 
the Redeemer 
forced 


community was 
to confront a moment of 
great tragedy, and for many of us, 


God's faithfulness was put to the 


test. 
On June 28" Craig Vanderveen, 
Redeemer student and _ former 


Senate president, was killed in a car 
accident. Almost all of you know 
this, because almost all of you knew 
him. To all of us he was a President; 
to the privileged among us, a friend; 
to the select few, a best friend; and 
to more of us still, myself included, 
he was not only a friend, but a 
colleague. 

In my earlier years at Redeemer, 
I only knew the face attached with 
the name. Earlier this year, | came 
to know the friendly smile a casual 
conversation whenever our paths 
crossed. As of May 1", I came to 
know Craig Vanderveen, Student 
Manager: Production Services, 
and I was given my own chance to 
know the man behind the myth. 

For the months of May and June 
I spent 7 out of 8 hours a day 


with seeing his face, invoicing, 
designing, going for freezie breaks 
and talking (or sometimes arguing) 
with him about everything from the 
war in Iraq to our favourite Office 
episodes. 

Two months pales in comparison 
to the time in which most of you 
knew this beloved Redeemer 
golden boy (a label he‘d likely 
immediately hate, but abashedly 
accept). Instead of freezie breaks, 
many of you remember Senate 
meetings, in which Craig was 
always so passionate; the dorm 
pranks, in which Craig was always 
so mischievous. You remember 
trips to New York and midnight 
steak-outs on the roof of the school. 
You didn’t measure your friendship 


Our God takes no pride in 
holding those who think they 
can fly on their own, He is 
here to carry the heavy and 
lift up the sinking. God's 
faithfulness means the 
most when it is set against 
the backdrop of trial and 
challenge. This is not to say 
that God's faithfulness is 
a means of escaping these 
dark times, but rather holds 
steady in spite of them. 


in months, but in coffee breaks, 
business case studies, heated 
debates and genuine conversation. 
To loose a person so treasured by so 
many was immensely difficult, to 
say the least. While his memory is 
of course met with fond reminiscing, 
and gratitude for the time we had 
with him, it’s hard to escape that 
intense pain that accompanies such 
a deep loss. 

In those moments of grief and 
unbearable anguish, it may be 
hard to hear proclamations of 
God’s faithfulness and his great 
plans. though, are the 
very moments when God's great 
faithfulness stops being a tagline 


These, 


on your Redeemer t-shirt or your 
Uncle’s favourite hymn, and 
becomes the only thing in life that 
still makes some sense. 


The days following Craig’s death 
were dark for many of us. I could 
see this especially in the faces 
of his closest friends, they were 
dejected and despondent, wanting 
nothing more then to let the grief 
overwhelm and drag them down. 
Never, though, did that happen, 
because Someone was making sure 
they stayed afloat. 

Our God takes no pride in holding 
those who think they can fly on 
their own, He is here to carry the 
heavy and lift up the sinking. God’s 
faithfulness means the most when it 
is set against the backdrop of trial 
and challenge, This is not to say 
that God's faithfulness is a means 
of escaping these dark times, but 
rather holds steady in spite of them. 
God’s faithfulness is seen in our 
grief as much as our laugher. After 
all, light shines the brightest in the 
dark, even though it was there all 
along. 

No one is exempt from sorrow 
and hardship; no one is entitled 
to a life free from the effects and 
shackles of sin. We are all inevitably 
walking down a path littered with 
figurative road-blocks and_pot- 
holes. And yet, we can look upon 
the year with excitement and hope. 
Why? Because we are given the 
knowledge that God’s faithfulness 
is our only comfort in life, and as 
many of us discovered this summer, 
in death. He’s the only comfort that 
is constant, the only comfort when 
life is uncomfortable. 

So what ever burdens, stresses, 
and fears you have for the year 
ahead, leave them at the feet of 
the Lord. Approach this year with 
the assurance that no matter what 
comes your way, God's faithfulness 
will prevail. Additionally, Syd 
Heilema accurately reminded all 
of us in his first Chapel message, 
while tragedy may open our 
eyes to aspects of God’s love and 
faithfulness we've never seen 
before, don’t wait for another block 
in the road to fully embrace the 
faithfulness we discover in those 
times. God has been faithful to 
Redeemer for 25 years, and we 
can rest assured that whatever the 
next 25 bring, he will continue to 
illustrate this powerful grace and 
love under every circumstance. 


Faith-based Election: 
The Problem With a Single-issue Vote 


BRENDAN KOOY 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


alton McGuinty was elected 
into office in 2003 with a 
bright smile, a youthful 
energy, and a host of fabulous 
campaign promises. One of the 
promises that won him a majority 
government and made him Premier 
of Ontario was opposition to 
funding for faith-based schools. 
Now, in the fall election of 2007, 
Ontarians face the same decision: 
a Conservative government 
proposing partial funding for non- 
Catholic and Public schools, and a 
Liberal administration that argues 
vehemently against the concept. 
And, judging by the banter of the 
last few weeks, it could come down 
to the party stance on this single 
issue for victory on the ‘07 ballot. 
The issue of faith-based funding 
itself is without a doubt a 
controversial one. Some maintain 
that it would further polarize 
the balance of religion in society, 
pushing each faith to its respective 
corner. Others say that such a 
system would encourage the 
multicultural diversity that Canada 
enjoys, giving equality to all. The 
cultural metaphors of a melting pot 
vs. tossed salad have been bandied 
about as well, yet people are still 


unsure of what is best between the 
two for the education system. 

The current number of 53,000 
students currently in religious 
schools may seem like a small 
percentage of the Ontario education 
system. But would this number 
grow if families were assisted 
with tuition? Under a possible 
Conservative government, barring 
over-involvement and curriculum 
dictation from the education 
system, it very well might. 

Mr. McGuinty himself was 
educated in the — state-funded 
Catholic school system. While he 
might hearken back to a quality 
experience, he must surely realize 
that the Catholic school system 
is not what it used to be in terms 
of genuine religious education. 
Furthermore, for faith groups 
other than Christians, there is no 
state-funded alternative outside of 
the secular education of the Public 
system. Is this just? 

John Tory, the leader of the 
Conservative Party, announced his 
intentions for faith-based school 
funding early on in the race. With 
slight moderations to Ernie Eves’ 
formula from 2003, Mr. Tory has 
estimated a figure of $400 million 
to cover expenses for the current 
number of 53,000 religious school 
This not pay 


students. would 


full tuition expenses as is done 
for Catholic and Public school 
students, but merely reduce the cost 
for sending a child to a faith-based 
institution. 

Mr. McGuinty almost immediately 


The current number of 
53,000 students currently 
in religious schools 
may seem like a small 
percentage of the Ontario 
education system. But 
would this number grow if 
families were assisted with 
tuition? Under a possible 
Conservative government, 
barring over-involvement 
and curriculum dictation 
from the education system, 

it very well might. . 


rejected the idea as unfeasible, 
outrageous, and illogical. 
Furthermore, he has gone on record 
numerous times saying that giving 
money to religious schools would 
have divisive consequences on the 
public, polarizing different groups 
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in society. 

So, is this Liberal opposition 
merely an easy saving grace for an 
ineffective four years in office? Or, 
is Mr. Tory just rehashing an old 
party initiative, one that he might 
not fully believe in? 

Who can Ontarians trust? 

In the pre-election scramble, 
the scale in my mind has tipped 
towards Mr. Tory. After a term 
in office in which Mr. McGuinty 
shattered scores of campaign 
promises, the last six months have 
largely been a time of recovery in 
the polls. This has seen vast grants 
and funding given to minority 
groups and societies across Ontario 
(estimated at a $25 billion pre- 
election spending spree by the 
Tories). Now, just by throwing 
their support against faith-based 
funding, the Liberals have once 
again become a playerin an election 
they have no part in winning. 

In a perfect system, aninept leader 
would pay for mistakes made in 
office. For example, the federal 
Liberals were not awarded power 
in 2005 after the debacle of the 
sponsorship scandal. They made 
a mistake, and voters responded 
justly. 

Mr. McGuinty’s administration has 
not made any such grave mistakes, 
but after an in-depth look at his time 


in office, it is hard to justify another 
term. Perhaps if the Liberals came 
out with a credible alternative to 
faith-based funding, they would 
be a more attractive option for the 
election. This is not an issue that is 
going to disappear anytime soon, it 
must be addressed. 

Instead of taking the easy road 
and railroading against  faith- 
based funding, Mr. McGuinty 
might be able to finally show some 
effectiveness. However, if he fails 
to do so, it would simply be a 
continuation of the last three and a 
half years of futility. 

In the days leading up to the 
election in October, Ontario will 
have to make a decision. If that 
decision is to elect Mr. McGuinty 
and the Liberal party for another 
term based on a single issue, the 
shortcomings and mistakes of the 
last several years will have been 
swept under the rug. This would 
be a shame. 


Brendan Kooy is a fourth-year student 
and a political correspondent for The 
Crown. He is currently on location 
in Ottawa, completing a one semester 
internship program on Parliament 
Hill. Brendan enjoys sports, politics, 
and long walks on the beach. 
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Five Secrets to Success In the New Semester 


JAMES HARSKAMP 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


elcome to the new school 
year. Classes are well 
underway, syllabi read and 


explained, and expectations have 
been laid out for each class. By now 
the books are bought or borrowed 
and your schooling can be carefully 
scheduled to allow time for all 
papers to be written a few weeks 
early so they can be peer edited 
later. Your studying is planned for 
at least a week before tests, and the 
time needed for reviewing notes 
every day has been penciled into 
place. 

Unfortunately for students (and 
professors), these activities rarely 
happen as explained above. Not 
all of the academic expectations of 
Redeemer are as straight-forward 
in every class, especially when 
you are a first year and still getting 
shivers every time you remember 
that you're a university student. But 
hopefully reading this will give you 
some tips to help you focus on your 
studies and minimize the panic 
moments that catch you when you 
are writing at 4 in the morning 
(with the comprehension of a ferret) 
or freaking out at everyone around 
you because you're “stressed.” 

Before these tips come flowing out 
of the page like the mighty Fraser, 
however, let me first say something, 
about stress. You will be stressed 
this year. Every student experiences 
the pressure of assignments, the 
mind-blank during a test, or the 
intimidation of a pile of reading. 
But take heart, a little bit of stress is 
good, as it (hopefully) motivates you 
to plan ahead and get assignments 
finished on time. So now, without 
further ado, let's look at some tips 
for a successful semester. 


1. Go to class. Now this advice 
might seem like a no-brainer but 
I think that after a few weeks on 
campus you will come to see quite 


a number of people who seem 
brainless. You might even run into 
a few who actually brag about 
skipping class by using a phrase 
such as “I haven't been to ‘Studies 
of Mythological Creatures’ (coming 
in fall of 2008) in three weeks!” You 
can respond to such a statement in 
a large spectrum of ways, ranging 
from “Really? That's awesome!” to 
“You're quite possibly the dumbest 
person I’ve ever met.” Regardless of 
how you respond, please know that 
whoever is doing this is cheating 
himself of his education and _ his 
money. Redeemer is expensive, 
so don’t make the costly mistake 
of skipping class to (for example) 
watch Drew Carry host “The Price 
is Right.” Also note that even if you 
do make arrangements to have the 
notes of the skipped class at your 
fingertips later on, you still miss 
a lot of what the professor was 
teaching. No one else’s notes are as 
good as your own because no one 
thinks the same way that you think. 
You also miss little things that 
the professor says that you don’t 
always write down, but which can 
be a lifesaver on a test if you were 
paying attention. 


2. Have a calendar on your wall 
in your room. This calendar can 
have pictures of kittens, cars or 
Pokemon, but it must have little 
boxes with numbers representing 
dates. Take a pen, your class 
syllabus and a half an hour and 
write all the important dates on 
the calendar. These dates should 
include midterms, papers and lab 
reports as well as the dinner dates 
with ladies in the second parking 
lot. I personally don’t include all 
the little details of my academic 
life such as readings that I do every 
week because I find these clutter the 
calendar and make me appear much 
busier than I really am. Instead | 
put that in my handy (free) agenda 
book from Redeemer. If you have a 
lab report due every Thursday and 


JEREMY BURNS 


JEREMY BURNS 


you know this, write that in your 
agenda book. However, this is 
only my personal preference and 
you might find yourself liking 
a cluttered calendar, feeling the 
satisfaction Of accomplishment 
when you cross Off certain events. 
Do what you know will benefit 
you. Having this calendar will 
help you plan ahead, allowing you 
to see events that feel weeks away 
but are really in five days. Also, in 
your studying, take a bird’s eye 
view of the material before and 
after the tests and especially focus 
on studying for the test. 


3. Read your books. | sympathize 
with you if you are an English 
major, but you chose that path for 
yourself, so do the work. The same 
advice goes for all majors. Your 
professors have selected books for 
you to read (and purchase for that 
matter) and they have chosen these 
books for a reason. They have built 
the course, and they know what 
you need to do to succeed. You 
might hear other students saying, 
“Just read Spark Notes for the book, 
you'll be fine,” or “just watch the 
movie.” Although this may seem 
like a great fix for a situation, it is 
not the solution. Self-satisfaction 
alone should sprout a desire for 
you to do your coursework but, 
if that isn’t enough, know that 
Spark Notes does not lay out the 
detailed themes that would have 
been interpreted while reading the 
book itself and fit nicely into an 
essay question on the midterm. As 
for science students, read your labs 
prior to the lab itself. Reading your 
labs will force you to think ahead 
and plan what procedures you 
can do and when you can do them, 
as well as overlap procedures to 
save time. Take some. physical and 
mental notes of what to expect in 
the lab and you'll find that you can 
finish your labs faster with greater 
detail and higher quality. 


A Week in the 


es Da bos Fs, 
ALEXANDRA LEEK 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


‘Abe are about toentera realm full 
of terror, anxiety, excitement, 
and relief. Welcome to a week in 
the life of a first year Redeemer 
University College student. As a 
first year student, starting school at 
any postsecondary institution can 
be intimidating. You don’t know 
where you are going, you know 
virtually no one, and at the same 
time, you cannot wait to get started 
and put those high school days 
behind you. It makes everything 
very reassuring When a school like 
Redeemer offers $0 much help and 
support, and provides so many 
Opportunities to get you properly 
launched into university life. 

Perhaps the most comforting 
experience so far at Redeemer is 
dorm life. The connections which 
develop over such a short period 
of time are simply incredible. 
Everyone is new, everyone is 
nervous, and everyone is looking 
forward to starting fresh. Simple 
things such as cooking together, 
sitting down together, and talking 
together serve as effective ways to 
get to know one another and open 
up to each other. 

Several people this past week 
have told us first year students 
that our dorm 8roups have not 
been put together by accident. The 
father of one Of my dorm mates 
said to us, “God is about to show 
you some amazing things. You 
are about to gfOW in God like you 
have never imagined! Are you 
ready to lose yourselves and trust 
totally in God? I would challenge 
you to lose yourselves and totally, 
and I mean totally, lose yourselves 
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4. Take time for yourself. There 
are two extreme and opposing 
attitudes many students have for 
academics while they attend school. 
The one extreme is to be so involved 
in your studies that all time out of 
class is spent reviewing, reading 
and studying alone in the library. 
Although this will ultimately 
provide you with academic success, 
your human interaction is limited. 
The other extreme is the student 
that appears to have no homework 
or papers, and stays up to the wee 
hours of the night on a regular basis 
because he is living the campus 
dream. As with all extremes, finding 
a happy medium is ultimately the 
best solution. Being a student can 
be difficult and you can burn out 
easily. A good way to recharge is to 
take a breather and give yourself a 
rest. September provides you with 
a plethora of open time slots where 
you can go to bed abnormally late, 
meet new people and ultimately 
have the social life of your dreams. 
With October comes the changing 
of the leaves, some autumn rains 
and, less pleasantly, the beginning 
of due dates. Ensure that in your 
weaving in and out of writing tests 


and getting papers in on time that 
there are little pockets of time left 
aside for you to enjoy the life that 
September offered. Have tea time 
with other dorms, or break out a 
guitar and sing together. Then after 
that, the books can be reopened and 
you can start where you left off. Just 
remember, the things that you'll 
remember from university won't 
be memorized famous names, 
formulas or what happened in 1066, 
but rather, you'll take away the time 
spent with friends as well as a more 
comprehensive understanding of 
how a young Christian can add salt 
to the world that they enter into 
with their degree. 


5. Others. Really, the list of helpful 
tips for a successful semester can 
be endless; it all depends on who 
you are and how your brain works. 
Some final suggestions are: to try 
different options and ask older 
students for advice on studying 
for certain subjects. The wealth of 
knowledge that walks around the 
halls on a daily basis is your best 
tool for answering questions on any 
topic, and not just the ones about 
classes. 
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in the presence of God. Let the 
God that you have ‘boxed in’ by 
your way of thinking how things 
should be, ‘out of the box’ so that 
He can do with you what was 
originally intended.” Words like 
these and our new friendships have 
all had a strong impact. As school 
continues, it will be interesting to 
see how relationships so quickly 
formed with new friends and 
our relationships with God will 
proceed to grow throughout the 
next four years, 

In addition to dorm life, Hot 
Spot was another way in which 
new students ~as well as returning 
students— were able to connect 
with one another in the first week. 
As a new student, it was exciting 
to see everyone releasing many 
inhibitions and just focusing on 
worshipping God. Everyone was 
gathered around a common belief 
and because of that there was an 
opportunity to grow, with the 
support of new friends and free 
from judgment. The music of Elias 
Dummer united us through song 
and led us in a strong time of 
worship, 

In particular, Eli’s song “Honestly” 
portrayed a strong message of 
letting God work in our lives. 

“Could I let go of all that you've 
given, if it meant that it all would be 
yours? Could I sit at your feet, and 
forget about me, and remember 
what I'm here for? If I leave behind 
all that’s familiar, can | do what has 
never been done? If | believe in you, 
like you believe in me, can you finish 
the work you've begun? Honestly, I 
need to be broken. Honestly, I need 
to fall down. Go ahead and shake 
my foundation. Cause honestly, I’m 
figuring out that of all that I have, 


all that I need is you.” 

These lyrics tied in with the 
message of Jeff Strong, which 
challenged us to let God work in 
our lives throughout the coming 
years. We are all here to strengthen 
our relationship with God and 
worshipping together allows us to 
strengthen and grow. 

Lastly, the orientation week 
was a dynamic way of preparing 
new students for the start of our 
postsecondary careers. Almost 
every night of the first week 
something was offered: a game, a 
barbecue, a sport, or even a time 
of worship. It enabled everyone 
to reach out to new people and 
simply socialize. On top of all the 
activities, meetings with faculty 
and staff helped introduce first year 
students to what can be expected of 
classes. Questions like how much 
work has to go into each class and 
what each professor expects of 
the student were made answered. 
Most importantly, it was refreshing 
to start classes that are focused 
on supporting career goals. With 
such a condensed academic year, 
the clarity of week-one orientation 
gave students a lucid view of the 
semester ahead. 

It was an exciting first week here 
at Redeemer. From meeting new 
people to starting our first classes, 
there was never a dull moment. The 
fact that everyone is so welcoming 
is definitely appreciated. | couldn't 
ask for better dorm mates, my RA 
is awesome, and I’m really looking 
forward to the next four ; 
Redeemer has made it so 
settle in that I really cannot ir 
being anywhere else. 
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Coffeehouse Kicks Off 


Fellow Students Impress Their Peers 


SRNR: PE 
NICOLE DURHAM 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


queezed together on chairs. 
Perched on_ the _ stairs. 
Standing (or hanging) off the 
rails of the second floor foyer. These 
dre the places where one could see 
students in Redeemer’s main foyer 
on Thursday, Sept. 13 at 10 pm. 
“Coffeehouse”, a monthly tradition 


for the Redeemer community, had 
it's kickoff performance for the 
2007/08 school. The audience was 
made up of both returning students 
and many first- time attendees 
- when a poll was done halfway 
through the night, it became clear 
that almost a third of the students 
in the audience were in their first 
year at Redeemer. This was very 
encouraging to the performers, as 
well as Victoria Klassen, a fourth 
year biology major who is chair 
of the Activities Committee this 
year at Redeemer. Klassen and 
her committee started the night off 
by introducing themselves to the 
crowd, and then the performances 


began. 

Rather than lifelessly list all of the 
performers, their act, theireye colour 
and their dog’s name, this article 
will “highlight” performances that 
made the audience (at least, in my 
opinion) laugh, cry, a combination 
of the two, or simply just appreciate 
the performer, and what they had to 
offer. This is not to say that all acts 
during this month’s Coffeehouse 
were not well done - in fact, as a 
new student to the school, | was 
very impressed with the variety 
of unique talents Redeemer has to 
offer. 

Aaron Craig and Kevin Lobert’s 
production of “The Racist Dragon” 
immediately comes to mind when 
considering highlights. The 
serious faces, perfect harmony, 
and Kevin's amazingly clever vocal 
characterizations of both “the little 
boy” and “the racist dragon” hit 
every funny bone in the audience. 
The two students played off of each 
other beautifully, seeming to be 
incredibly engaged in the sad but 
triumphant story of a racist dragon 


who is taught by a little boy that 
“being different is okay”, 

Angelina Gomes was another 
definite highlight of the night, 
singing a  worshipful praise 
song that silenced the audience. 
Alexandra Chandler, Alanna 
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Can Students Be Fee-Free? 
The Student Fee Breakdown for 07/08 


CHANDLER HORNE 
VICE-PRESIDENT OF COMMUNICATION 


ecently there has been 

much debate as to whether 

or not the bus pass which 
is included in your Student Fee 
is necessary for all students to 
purchase. Before Student Senate 
addresses this issue we want you 
to ponder this question; though you 
are here at Redeemer University 
College largely for your own 
benefit, do you believe that much of 
what you do while you are here has 
a community effect and an effect 
that will last long past your years 
at this school? We believe that 
most students would 
Now that 


Redeemer 
undoubtedly say 
we are thinking in a community 
way, individual one 
we ask this question; is the bus 
system that benefits 
our community at Redeemer? We 
believe the answer is YES! 


yes. 


and not an 


something 


Hear 
facts are that 
there is a large group of students 
who depend on having that little 
sticker on their student card and for 


at Redeemer, the 


Redeemer to receive the discounts 
that we do we need to have blanket 
coverage, If we not have 
blanket coverage Redeemer 
students would have to pay $568 
plus the fees of the shuttles that ZO 
directly to Redeemer for the same 

lem we now get for $60 per 
tudent plus the fees of the shuttles 
($60/person), 

The second point of view we 
ask you to look at is that the bus 
system is one small part of a large 
plan to grow Redeemer as a school, 


cid 
this 


and have it competitive with other 
major Ontario Universities. A bus 
pass is a standard fee at any major 
University and very necessary if 
we are to attract a large variety of 
students. 

Thirdly we ask you to think about 
where your student fees go and 
ponder if you use everything that 
you pay for at Redeemer. If you are 
on the basketball team but students 
that do not play basketball decided 
that they didn’t want to pay that 
part of the athletic fee what would 
happen? The basketball funding 
would be placed in the pockets of 
the 12 teammates. Essentially there 
would be no team, Further, do you 
use the gym, do you use the student 
center, or the music rooms? These 
are all things that your student 
fees go to but you may not use all 
of them, does that mean that you 
shouldn’t need to pay? NO, you are 
paying to be a student at Redeemer 
and that opportunity comes with 
many other great opportunities. If 
you don’t take advantage of those 
opportunities it does not mean that 
they shouldn't be available. 

If you don’t need the bs now, we 
say one day you might be stuck for 
a ride, or move off campus, and in 
those cases you will be grateful for 
the bus system, We know that the 
green team would love you if you 
decided to take the bus instead of 
that old broken down car. So we 
also ask you to look at it as a benefit 
to your Redeemer Community for 
now and for the future. If you 
would like more information we 
have a breakdown of the Student 
Fees posted in the Student Senate 
Office. 
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President 

Name: Steve Pypker 

Year at Redeemer: 3" year 
Major/Minor: Political 
Science/History/Philosophy/ 
Sociology or something of the 
like 


Vice-President Student Affairs 
Name: Katrina VandenBerg 
Year at Redeemer: 3" year 
Major/Minor: English major / 
physical education minor 


Vice-President Finance 
Name: Matthew Schroor 
Age: 21 

Year at Redeemer; 3" year 
Major/Minor: Horticulture/ 
Business 


Drost, Natalie Dumoulin and 
Laura Mainland also captured the 
audience with their beautifully 
sung three-part harmony of “I'll 
Be” by Edwin McCain (and I’m not 
just saying that because they’re my 
housemates!). Noah Hicks recited 
Shakespeare’s_ f 
from “Hamlet” with passion and 
skill. 


However, it was Peter Freiswick 


famous _ soliloquy 


that brought tears to my eyes with 
his moving recitation of the story of 
a little boy who fears the monsters 


who live in his room. Clad in 


pajamas, with a blanket, pillow, 
and teddy bear, Peter proceeded to 
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cuddle into his blanket, cower at thé 
monsters, and then 
his feelings in an adorably realistré 
manner. . 
Unfortunately, there is not thé 
room in this article to mention 
all of the performers and_ thet 
unique abilities, but I do offer @ 
“congratulations” to each and every 
person who had the courage to stand 
up and showcase themselves in 
front of the Redeemer Community, 
Also, kudos go to Klassen, who 
Mced the night, and her committee, 
for all the work they went to putting 
together a spectacular show! 


“rationalize’ 


Student Senate! 


Vice-President 
Communication 

Name: Chandler Horne 
Year at Redeemer: 3" year 
Major/Minor: Religion 
Theology — Youth ministry 
stream/Business 


SASC Chair 

Name: Nikki VanEyk 

Year at Redeemer: 4" year 
Major/Minor: Religion and 
Theology/Political Science, 
Sociology, History 


Activities Chair 

Name: Victoria Klassen 

Year at Redeemer: 4" year 
Major/Minor: Biology Major/ 
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double minor in Chemistry and 
Religion 

General Senator 

Name: Jemica Hallberg 

Year at Redeemer: 2" year 
Major/Minor: Art/English 


Senator of Commuter 
Students 

Name: Angie Davids 

Year at Redeemer: 3" year 
Major/Minor: English/Physical 
Education (in Education 
Program) 


Senator of Student Clubs 
Name: Matt Vandervecht 


Year at Redeemer: 3" year 


Major/Minor: Philosophy, 
Political Science/ Art history 


Elections still need 
to be held for First 
Year Senators, as 
well as another 
General Senator. 
So make sure to 
keep an eye on the 
TIME-OUT for the 
dates and times 
of speeches and 
elections! 
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Harry Potter: Vindicated At Last 


PROF. CHRIS CUTHILL 
ART CHAIR 


ne of the highlights of my 
(icine was reading, along 

with half the Western world, 
the final piece of ].K. Rowling’s epic 
masterpiece, Long had | waited for 
answers to the questions posed in 
the final chapters of the penultimate 
book: were Dumbledore’s 
convictions about Snape correct 
- and by extension, what would an 
error in judgment about Snape tell 
us about Dumbledore’s ultimate 
trustworthiness? Was the prophecy 
about Harry’s death inevitable? 
Was Harry himself the last Horcrux? 
Would Ron and Hermione finally 
“snog”? 

Even at nearly 800 pages, Rowling 
left a great deal to be resolved in the 
Deathly Hallows. For the most part 
all the big questions are answered, 
and with some notable exceptions 
(the death of Lupin and Tonks for 
example), Rowling's final book 
satisfied as best a story like this can. 
Reading the Hallow's Epilogue was 
a sad experience. Realizing as I 
finished that I would never again 
return with naive anticipation to 
Hogwarts -- perhaps a little like the 
elder Pevensie children knowing 
they will never again return to 
Narnia. 

I think now that the series has 
come to an end, it is easier to argue 
that Rowling is a good writer after 
all. She was not merely “lucky” 
as some critics have contended (a 
charge, interestingly, that is levied 
within her fictional world against 
Harry by Lord Volde... He-who- 
shall-not-be-named). Rowling has 
proven, despite condescending 
criticisms that the books were just 
“good fun” or “real page turners” 
(which is the literary equivalent of 
calling a movie a “popcorn film”), 
that she can craft a clever and 
compelling story full of complex and 
multifarious characters. In Severus 
Snape, in particular, Rowling has 
created one of the great characters 
of modern literature. The final 
book revealed the series as a whole 
rather than a collection of serialized 
installations; an intricately woven 
epic that coheres together like 
some labyrinthine Dickensian 
plot. Obscure details from earlier 
books are revealed as important 
clues, the clandestine motivations 
of characters are exposed, and 
suspicions about the glimmers of 
the gospel in Harry Potter were for 
many confirmed. 

When John Lennon said the 
Beatles were bigger than Jesus he 
was comparing apples to oranges. 
Jesus had nothing on John when it 
came to writing music. But it might 
be fairer to compare the Bible and 
Harry Potter. The Deathly Hallows 
may be the first book since the 
development of modern printing 
to beat the “best selling book of 
all time” in yearly sales. Over the 
last ten years, the series as a whole 
has come close to doubling Bible 
sales for the decade. For many 
Christians out there this seems 


like pretty grim news. To them, 
the unprecedented success of 
the Harry Potter phenomenon 
bodes the pounding hoofbeats 
of the four horsemen. Surely, 
they argue, there is an antithesis 
at play between the two. In this 
demonization of Harry Potter, 
the books are often characterized 
as little more that a repackaging 
of Wiccan belief and occult 
practice for children that makes 
evil look innocent. 

Such critiques of the Potter books 
have always saddened me. On one 
level because it is misplaced energy. 
We need passionate _ believers 
who will prophetically speak out 
against the prevailing values of 
our culture and, with discernment 
and wisdom, identify the idols of 
our time. But Harry Potter? Harry 
Potter is straw doll. His magic 
is hardly the stuff of the occult; 
rather, like Shakespeare’s witches 
and fairies, Well’s time machine, 
or Lewis’ wardrobe, his magic is a 
technical device for telling a story. 
In most cases, magic is presented 
as a mechanical tool, and in some 
Hogwartian disciplines, a rigorous 
form of science. But the books are 
not really about magic — they are 
about the triumph of good over evil 
and the ultimate power of love. 

It is interesting how few reviews 
in the mainstream press seemed 
to pick up the obvious richness 
of Christian imagery in the last 
book. And while many Christians 
continue to condemn the books 
with reductionistic snippets of 
scripture, they also seem oblivious 
to the profoundly _ religious 
character of the books. Perhaps this 
just confirms Northrop Frye’s old 
argument that if you don’t know 
your Bible, you can’t appreciate 
literature. This, sadly, would apply 
to those both inside and outside the 
Christian community. 

Rowling, of course, is not creating 
a doctrinal statement like a series of 
flannelgraphs. Such is the stuff that 
Christian bookstore fiction is made 
of -- orthodox, conservative and 
clear. They are, to borrow a line 
from the film Neverending Story, 
“safe” stories. Instead, Rowling's 
story echoes the big themes in 
scripture through a fantasy world 
that is stunningly ambitious in its 
imaginative scope. The tale of Harry 
Potter is so imaginative and original 
that the glimpses of grace seem all 
the more surprising. Perhaps the 
central idea that works its way 
through all the books is the power 
of love. Not the superficial love of 
Top-40 radio and Hollywood, but 
love which redeems and ennobles 
those rejected, love which shows 
mercy, grace and _ forbearance, 
love which is long-suffering as it 
patiently corrects and, in the end, 
love which allows Harry Potter to 
lay down his life for his friends. 
This is the love that reveals a deeper 
magic, a magic that the Dark Lord 
comprehends not. 

Whereas 


many conservative 


Christians see the Harry Potter 
phenomenon as dragon to be 
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attacked 


their broader 


in 
culture war against liberalism, 
other Christians are offering an 
apologetic for Rowling’s books 


as not only compatible with 
Christianity, but as stories that 
present a distinctly Christian 
message and Christian worldview. 
Two of the most outspoken 
advocates of this approach, Connie 
Neal and John Granger, argue that 
the Harry Potter books are actually 
a complex Christian allegory — that 
J.K. Rowling employs uniquely 
Christian messages, symbols, 
and themes as a way of directly 
connecting with Christian story. 
Others have taken a more moderate 
approach, arguing that the books, 
while not overtly Christian, can 
help current Christians reinforce 
their beliefs and perhaps serve as 
a starting point to discussions with 
non-Christians about ideas such as 
redemption and grace, which are at 
the heart of the gospel. 

Rowling's explicit intentions 
remain a subject for debate. In 
a Vancouver interview in 2000, 
Rowling said that she didn’t talk 
about her Chistian faith because if 
she did, readergfrom “age 10 to 60” 
would know exactly how the story 
would end. In a later interview, 
she told the reporter asking her 
questions about her faith to wait 
until the seventh book came out. 

In other interviews, however, 
Rowling has warned against 
reading her books as a Christian 
allegory, perhaps as a red herring, 
and perhaps to avoid the tidiness 
of a Narnia-Gospel comparison. 
Dumbledore is not Aslan; and 
Harry is not Christ. Dumbledore 
and Harry are complex characters, 
flawed and broken in their own 
ways. One of the most important 
revelations in the Deathly Hallows 


is the fact that Dumbledore, 
the paradigm of virtue and 
trustworthiness, struggled with 


the sin of pride. Asin he bore, in 
crippled hand, like Paul’s thorn in 
the flesh. 

Rowling's books should not be read 
as a transparent veil over the gospel. 
But like Tolkien’s saga of Middle- 
Earth, they are books illumined 
from within by a Trinitarian 
Christian light. For example, to see 
Christ in the Lord of the Rings, we 
need to recognize three characters: 
Gandalf, Frodo and Aragorn. In 
the same way, Rowling presents 
us with a Trinitarian God whose 


character 
is revealed through 


the figurative father and son 
relationship of Harry and 
Dumbledore, allowing perhaps 


Hawkes or Harry’s Patronus (Latin 
for guardian or savior) to serve as 
the Holy Spirit. It is interesting to 
note that both the phoenix and the 
stag are age-old symbols of Jesus in 
art and literature; the stag, because 
it is considered the natural enemy 
of the serpent, and the phoenix 
because it is reborn from the ashes 
of fire and death. 

Rather than thinking of the Potter 

books as clear allegories, I like to 
think of them as a palimpsest of 
scripture. For those unfamiliar 
with the term, palimpsest refers 
to the medieval practice of reusing 
parchment by scraping or washing 
away the old text — leaving a faith 
ghost image of what once was. 
Modern scholars are able to read 
the imprint of the scriptio inferior, 
the “underwriting”, and decipher 
parts of it. 
At places in the book, the 
underwriting of scripture comes 
through as clearly as the top text. 
In the Deathly Hallows, Rowling 
twice quotes scripture in the 
headstone ‘epitaphs chosen by 
Dumbledore: the first from Christ’s 
words in Matthew 6:21: “Where 
your treasure is, there will your 
heart also be”; the second is taken 
from | Corinthians 15:26: “The last 
enemy that shall be destroyed is 
death.” 

At other points the central themes 
of scripture shine through as the 
underwriting that makes the top 
story true — themes of self-sacrifice, 
good and evil, resurrection, and 
redemption. | Naysayers would 
argue that themes such as these 
are polysemic allusions that extend 
beyond Christianity into metamyth. 
They argue that the dying-rising, 
savior-deliverer motif pre-dates 
Christ and is present in virtually 
every culture and _ religious 
tradition. As such, Jesus is as much 
an archetypal hero as Harry Potter 
- another hero conforming to the 
ancient mythic prototype. But I 
would prefer to see the myths, like 
Paul quoting the poets Epimenides 
and Aratus, as anticipations of 
Christ's fulfillment of the mythic 
archetype. As we read the old 
stories of Homer and Sophocles, and 
the new stories about Harry Potter, 
Bilbo Baggins, Luke Skywaker, and 
Neo, we realize that myths, both old 
and new, are really one story told in 
different ways. And the reason we 
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ial keep 
coming back to 
them, and why every generation 
discovers them anew, is because 
we are hardwired to recognize the 
deeper truth of Christ’s death and 
resurrection. | am reminded of the 
story of C.S, Lewis’ conversion to 
Christianity. In September 1931, on 
the grounds of Magdalen College, 
Lewis and Tolkein went on a stroll 
down a path known as Addison’s 
Walk. While they discussed the 
great myths and stories of death 
and resurrection, of heroism and 
sacrifice, Lewis pondered the 
connection between these stories 
and the gospel. “But don’t you 
see, Jack?” Tolkein argued, “the 
Christian story is the greatest 
story of them all. Because it’s the 
real Story. The historical event that 
fulfills the tales and shows us what 
they mean.” —_ Lewis, awestruck, 
then turned to Tolkein and asked, 
“are you trying to tell me that in the 
story of Christ all the other stories 
have somehow come true?” 

This is why Harry Potter rings true 
for me. The story of Christ makes 
these books about wizards, muggles 
and Quidditch matches more true 
than a great deal of fiction I read. 
I know Harry a little better because 
I know Christ, and, I might even 
argue that I know Christ a little 
better since I’ve read Harry. In the 
same way that Aslan on the stone 
table helped me to imagine Christ's 
sufferings, there are moments in 
this final book that bring me to 
the base of the beautiful, horrible, 
scandalous cross. There are places 
where Rowling’s palimpsest even 
seems to out-allegorize Lewis. 
Harry’s sacrificial death with its 
Gethsemane-like moments _ of 
isolation and his Via Dolorosa walk 
into the forest accompanied by a 
great cloud of witnesses trumps 
Aslan’s midnight walk. Unarmed, 
Harry confronts the Dark Lord as 
a lamb to be sheared, His “death” 
even recreates the descendit ad 
infernum of the Apostles creed in 
a railway station whose name, | 
believe, betrays the “secrecy” of 
Rowling’s faith: King’s Cross. 

Lewis once argued that he 
wrote Narnia to help us slip past 
the dragons that prevent us from 
hearing the powerful message of 
the Gospel anew. In the Deathly 
Hallows, Rowling has offered us an 
invisibility cloak that might help us 
slip past some more. In the end we 
discover, despite all appearances, 
that Snape really was Dumbledore’s 
man. Perhaps the same could be 
said of Rowling. 
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The Smashing Pumpkins Return 
A Sign of the Times? 


SCOTT FAIRLEY 
SENIOR STAFF WRITER 


f you read my reviews regularly, 
perhaps you will recall that | 
reviewed Billy Corgan’s 2005 
The Future Embrace, 
out, was 


solo album 
which, as_ it 
accompanied by poor sales and the 


turned 


promise of a reunited Smashing 
Pumpkins. Corgan’s request to 
reunite his band met with 
the immediate (and unsurprising) 
acceptance of longtime drummer 
Jimmy Chamberlain. After a period 
of official and unofficial 
rumours of who would be joining 
Corgan and Chamberlain in the 
studio and the subsequent tour, the 
band announced they had signed 
with Warner Bros. records and was 
set to record with former Queen 
producer Roy Thomas Baker. Then, 
nothing. 

Speculation continued, 
with Melissa Auf Der Maur (the 
touring bassist for their farewell 
tour in 2000), James Tha (an original 
member of the band), Eric Avery 
(former Janes Addiction bassist), 
and others named as_ possible 
band members. But ultimately, 
the only people you hear on the 
final product, Zeitgeist, are Billy 
Corgan and Jimmy Chamberlain. 
Interestingly, the same is true of 
their 1992 album Siamese Dream, 
considered by many to be their best. 
At their Paris live debut in June, it 
was revealed that Jeff Schroeder 
would replace James [ha as the 
second guitarist, and Ginger Reyes 
would fill the shoes of D’Arcy 


was 


silence 
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Royals Cross-Country Squad 


Wretzky and Melissa Auf Der Maur 
as bassist and backup vocalist. 

But perhaps more 
importantly, how does Zeitgeist 
stand up to the previous work of 
the band? Pretty well, actually. 
The seven year hiatus of releasing 
material under the Smashing 
Pumpkins name seems to have 
resulted in much more natural 
sounding music from Corgan 
and Chamberlain, despite having 
performed together on both of 
Corgan’s post-Pumpkins projects. 
While Zeitgeist | undoubtedly 
sounds like a Smashing Pumpkins 
album, it also follows the logical 
progression from the internet-only 
album Machina II; Friends and 
Enemies of Modern Music, with an 
overall raw sound with Corgan’s 
vocals being very prominent. 
However, it’s difficult to look past 
the fact that it really does sound 
like only two people are playing on 
this album. Chamberlain's complex 
drumming remains very prominent 
(particularly on “United States” and 
“Doomsday Clock”), but Corgan’s 
fuzzed-out guitars drown out 
his bass playing and he performs 
all backing vocals (Ginger Reyes 
covers much of this live, resulting in 
a much more organic sound). The 
result is a sound that is rather hit 
or miss. Slower songs with denser 
arrangements (like the dramatic 
“Bleeding the Orchid”) sound 
fantastic, but on others, it feels as 
though something’s missing. 

Another change is the 
abundance of keyboards on the 
album. It’s certainly a far cry 


from the synth-dominated Adore 
(although the song writing seems 
similar), but a number of tracks 
feature keyboards in the mix, 
adding either ambience or just extra 
noise. Other songs, however, are 
among the more aggressive in the 
Pumpkins’ catalog. It’s a dynamic 
album, to say the least. 

Zeitgeist is also billed as 
something of a concept album, 
though not in an overt way like 
Pink Floyd’s The Wall. Numerous 
tracks seem to have a lyrical theme 
of dealing with fame. “Starz”, 
“Doomsday Clock”, and “United 
States” can easily be seen as self- 
referential, as well as the lyric “so 
here we are/upon your stage” from 
“Bleeding the Orchid”, These 
themes, however, seem to be 
more incidental than dominating. 


Takes to the Trails 


JEREMY PARSONS 
SPECIAL TO THE CROWN 


espite being only three 

days away from _ their 

first invitational meet, 
the Redeemer Royals Varsity 
Cross-Country Team is well- 
underway with their elaborate 
training program. With numbers 
well into the double digits, the 
Royals are expected to field two 
strong teams for both Men’s and 
Women’s Cross-Country. Like all of 
Redeemer’s varsity teams, the co- 
ed Cross-Country squad competes 
provincially in the Ontario Colleges 
Athletic Association (OCAA) and 
nationally in the Canadian Colleges 
Athletic Association (CCCA). 

In cross-country competition, the 
men race an 8km distance while the 
women tackle the 5km duration. 
For some this means racing well- 
under 5 minutes per kilometre 
over these distances, while for 
others it means holding a pace only 
slightly higher than 3 minutes per 
kilometre. Although some manage 
to pull through at such a gruelling 
pace, most runners are unable to 
keep up the speed and fall back in 
terms of qualification. To qualify at 
the provincial level and move on to 
the national stage, one must place 
as the top team in the Province or 
as One of the top seven individual 
runners. 

This certainly proves to be a 
daunting challenge, considering 
the idea that each invitational race 
typically fields eighty collegiate 
runners in both men’s and women’s 
Also, issue of 
institutional size comes into play. 
edeemer is notably smaller than 
most colleges, in terms of the size 
of the student body. But, despite 


categories. the 


these initial obstacles, the Royals 
are optimistic at the outlook 
of their competitive season. 
They have distinct advantages 
when one considers their highly 
knowledgeable and experienced 
coach, Jeff Summerhays, who 
himself ran competitively (and 
with much success) at the college 
level. They are also able to use 
to their advantage the training 
grounds of the Niagara Escarpment 
and the trails of the Dundas Valley. 
While some teams are forced to 
train on virtually flat terrain, hill 
training certainly offers much 
more pertinence for the sport of 
cross-country. 

Unlike track-and-field or road- 
racing, cross-country involves 
pushing the pace over long 
distances while navigating difficult 
paths with gruelling slopes. And, 
interestingly, the courses run by 
Canadian colleges are notoriously 
much more difficult than those 
run by universities. Instead, OUA 
and CIS courses tend to be carried 
out on much more forgiving 
terrain, such as_ golf courses 
and community parks. Another 
factor that one must take into 
consideration concerning the sport 
of cross-country is... the weather! 
Each race season is no doubt filled 
with runs that are carried out 
in all types of conditions. Many 
invitationals are hosts (although 
not always welcoming ones) to 
rain, sleet, hail, snow, blistering 
heat, and of course lots and lots of 
mud, The Royals suit up for their 
first meet as they play hosts to the 
OCAA community on September 
15", The | Redeemer/Mohawk 
invitational is held in Ancaster and 
is surprisingly known to be one of 
the most challenging courses of the 


season. All fans and supporters are 
welcome to come and cheer on their 
Royals on the run, or wish them 
good luck in person. This year the 
team welcomes four new runners 
who hope to make immediate 
contributions: Jessica Ramsay, 
Jody VanDorp, Rebecea Scholtens, 
and Jeremy Parsons, Here’s to the 
promise of a great season! 


start this season! 


The Men and Woman's Varsity 
Soccer Teams kick-off to a great 


Although I’m not really one who 
notices lyrics at first, concept albums 


are often very clear. Musicians 
singing about fame is nothing 
new, and really not worth calling 
it a concept album over. It also 
seems to be contrary to the album 
cover, depicting the statue of liberty 
up to it’s waist in water, which 
presumably indicates 
over either losing civil liberties or 
global warming. Save some vague 
(and frankly, a little sloppy) lyrics 
in “United States” and “God and 
Country”, this doesn’t appear to be 
a dominant theme either. It does 
make for a pretty cool album cover 
though. 

Overall, it’s a good album. 
If you didn’t like the Smashing 
Pumpkins before, you 
like them any more 


concern 


won't 


now, but 


it’s a strong enough rock album 
How it stacks up 
to previous Pumpkins efforts is 
a more important question that 
[ cannot answer, It lacks the 
ambition of Mellon Collie and the 
Infinite Sadness or the consistency 
of Siamese Dream, but it also 
sounds more natural than Machina: 
The Machines of God and Adore. 
It’s a worthy addition to their 
discography, but by no means their 
best effort. Where the band goes 
next is anyone's guess, but I’m more 
optimistic than pessimistic about 
what direction they will choose to 
take. 


nonetheless. 
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Ontario’s Best Lecturer? 


You be the judge! g 3 


Students and alumni: The search for Ontario's 


a ‘a Best Lecturer has begun! Who inspires you? > 
. Have your say by simply telling us about the * 
ACROSS att r4 professor you believe rises above the rest, fy 
1, Hit . , 
6. Taxi oe wa : ‘ a | When your nominations roll in from 
9. Praise universities and colleges across Ontario, | 
14. Charecin aa ee wi. i a panel of judges will choose 10 finalists ' 
15. Retirement gs vehicl 
16, Accustom . com Bs a | a $10,000 TD Meloche Monnex Scholarship. 
17. Lend one of th 0 , : But hurry! Nominations must be 
"Se ri w sar 
19. Trick partne , : 
20. Tail end ill |. Ks ' all For complete entry details, visit 
22. Cottonseed cont 0.0rg 
23. Used to ow Ye by 
24, Close off —, . 
26, Depth measurement en i 
30. Small telescope , 
* Sones uf Be Bi 
35. Pesky t ats 
36. Not he an 
37. Emporium 
38. Victual we 
39, Dick and J dog = 
40. Immat wt (C) 2 
41. Exploit 
42. Mutsuhit 
43. Secret 
45. Nicotinic acid 12. Type of test 
46. Visag 13. Groups 
47. Not hers 21. Beret 
of So i ala te ts ndant 25. Looked 
1. Man ools 26, Raged 
“ Ma fl ematic ~ erm 27. Toward the stern 
58. Publicity 28. Rich cake 
59. Optimal 29. #21 Down, e.g. 
60. Vassal 30. Grayish 
61. Enemy 31. Clear jelly 
62. Rent 32. Jap partiti 
63. Totaled 33. Inset 
64. Finish 35. Seafood utensil 
65. Type of seal 38. Reject 
39, Ocean 
Hs + ie ie ae ee ee 
42. Store incorrec tly 
1. Jones of The View 44. Affirm GREP AIG EPO 
2. List of offeri 45. Non : 
3. Thing 47. Climbed 
4. Trick 48. Calif ty | 
5. Hearing distance 49, Null : 
6. Quoted 50. Type of 
7. Solo 52. By and by 
8. Ball moti 53. Thought 
9. Soldier pack 54. Shakesp king 
10. Open 55. Sooth 
11. Contest 56. Winter vehicle 


Whats next for 
THE CROWN 


> Profiles of your new Senators © 

>Meet the new CROWN STAFF — 

>Another COACH’S NOTEBOOK 

>The return of OVERHEARD | 

>A very special edition of VOICES 

>Our first editorial cartoon _ 

>The re-launching of THE CROWN ONLINE 

>And of course more of the reviews, articles, pictures 
and SUDOKUS that you love! 


(f you are interested in Joining THE CROWN please email 


THECROWN@REDEEMER.CA 
| LARA RN RT ERAN am: 


